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THIS  notable  book  is  the  result  of  an  exhaustive  investi- 
gation into  the  records  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  lawyer, 
his  views  upon  the  subjects  of  universal  suffrage,  and  the  re- 
construction of  the  Confederate  State  governments  at  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War,  and  his  attitude  toward  the  judiciary 
upon  which  there  has  been  considerable  misunderstanding  in 
recent  years.  To  these  has  been  added  a  chapter  devoted  to 
a  consideration  of  his  standing  as  an  orator. 

Many  biographies  of  Lincoln  have  been  written,  but  no 
really  adequate  presentation  of  the  legal  side  of  his  career  has 
appeared,  and  as  a  result,  much  misinformation  is  current  in 


regard  to  his  experiences  at  the  bar.  Indeed,  statesmen  and 
lawyers  of  renown,  relying  upon  the  erroneous  statements  of 
his  contemporaries,  have  been  led  to  underestimate  greatly 
his  standing  as  a  member  of  the  legal  profession.  The  facts 
collected  by  Mr.  Richards  from  the  records  of  the  courts  be- 
fore which  Lincoln  practiced,  will  remove  this  impression  and 
convince  even  the  most  skeptical  that  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
greatest  lawyers  of  his  generation. 

Equally  important  is  the  author's  analysis  of  the  great 
President's  attitude  toward  the  southern  states  and  toward 
woman  suffrage;  while  his  careful  review  of  Lincoln's  opinions 
on  the  independence  of  the  courts  is  of  especial  interest  in  view 
of  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  Lincoln's  name  within  the 
last  few  years  by  the  assailants  of  our  judicial  system. 

As  a  whole,  the  volume  may  be  said  to  be  among  the  most 
notable  contributions  to  Lincolnia,  disproving  as  it  does  many 
accepted  traditions,  and  illuminating  from  a  new  angle  the  life 
and  character  of  the  real  Abraham.  Lincoln. 

With  many  interesting  facsimile  illustrations  and  reproduc- 
tions from  contemporary  photographs.   8vo.   $2.jo  net. 
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